STATEMENT OF THE HOWCRARTE JOHW E, FCGARTY OF RHODE ISIAND

, DEFCRE THEZ SUBCOMMITTER ON SPECIAL EDUCATION,

COMVITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
ON MARCH 9, 1959

Mre Chairmen and Members of the Subcommittee on Special Education, I am
appearing on behalf of HeRe 52L3, & bill I imtroduced to provide for the eshabe
lighment of a temporary Presidential Commission to study the potentialities,
preblems, and needs of blind persons in the United States in relation %o the
various Federally=supported services and programs designed to assist thems The
need for a comprehensive, authoritative, and objective study of this iype has
bacome increasingly apparent during the past several years. The rapid growih
and development of service prograws as a result of lsgislation enacted during

and gince World War II; changing concepts in rehabilitation, education of the

attitudes toward the blind; the steadily increasing populaticn of blind personsw-

211l of these factors emphasize the necessity for a high level study of programs

A%

nd scrvices for blind persons in order to objechtively determine the adequacy of
existing services and to recommend improvement in the light of present and fubure
needss

My bill would provide for such a study of services and programs supported to
any exbtent by Federal funds with the exception of medical researche As you know,
T havs been an advocate of increasing Federal support for medical resssrch as the
best hope for eliminating the killing and digabling diseases of markindj and I
will centinue to be a strong advoecate of effective medical researche. However,
our concern in this bill is for those persons who must wmake their way in life
without sighte-the seversl thousand premature bables of a few years age {(aow of

grade school age) who lost their sight because of excessive oxygen in incubators









